Kluyveromyces aestuarii was found in sediments from 7 of 8 mangroves in Rio de Janeiro; and absent only at one site with heavy plastic bag pollution. Its presence suggests influence in other habitats from a mangrove and its absence in a mangrove suggests some non-fecal pollution or other habitat alteration.
environments, especially in mangrove forests of tropical and subtropical estuaries and temperate salt marshes.
Scheffersomyces spartinae has been reported under the name
Pichia spartinae from southeastern U. S. salt marshes and associated with the marsh grass Spartina alterniflora, (2, 9, 20, 21) , and various new species including some in the Saccharomyces clade have been described recently from mangroves confirming the yeast species richness of this biome (4, 5, 13, 19) . Yeasts of the genus Kluyveromyces have been found frequently in these environments. Kluyveromyces lactis (syn. K. drosophilarum) has been found in large populations in estuarine sediments in Louisiania and salt marches in Georgia U.S.A. (9, 20) . Kluyveromyces lactis strains that were found in estuarine salt marsh environments by Meyers and colleagues (20) produced more pulcherriminic acid than the type strain of the same species, suggesting that this species plays an ecological role in iron cycle in estuaries. Kluyveromyces aestuarii also produces this pigment in its ascospores and can often be noted on isolation plates by the pink to deep ochre color frequently formed in colonies (18) . Yeasts in mangrove ecosystems may play an important role in the detrital food web in that they may be a food source for some marine invertebrates and zooplankton species (23) . Kluyveromyces aestuarii has been considered a marine yeast (18) , and although frequently isolated from mangroves, this species is rare in other habitats including temperate estuaries and salt marches (10, 16, 20 (Table 1) . Some of our K. aestuarii isolates were different from the standard description in the assimilation of sorbose and xylose, but this was also observed previously by Soares et al. (26) and these abilities were noted in the original description of the species so they may have been lost during storage in culture collections (6, 11, 26) . 
